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From social media to Google Classrooms, mentors in

key City institutes are using technolo

to bridge gaps

between students and teachers
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fessor, Barathram Ramkumar, so-

cial media is an nseful tool. But, the

usage comes with a purpose, tran-
scend ing the thrill of picture-sharing,
unrestrained self-expression or browsing
news feed. He uses the social media to
connect to his students and help them
in shaping up their careers.

An active user of Linkedin, Bharath-
ram uses the platform o stay connected
with IIT alumni. "The experiences
shared by old students help the exist-
ingones ingrabbing internshipor
job opportunities,” he said.

The assistant professor in
Electrical Sclences Depart-
ment believes that communi-
cation with the students must
be done In an easy and engag-
Ing Way

Mot just Bharathram, the City is
home to a host of tech-zsavvy
mentors, who are breaking the
stereotyped ‘Guru-Shishya
Parampara.’ Teaching ls not
confined to the boundaries of
classrooms. It's a 24x7 task,
now. Constant feedbacks, close
monitoring and seamless conver-
sations shape the mantra for mentor-
ing Gen?Z which is booked to technology,
Internet and thesocial media, of courss!

Technology is also being used to keep
aclese watch on the performance of stu-
dents At IIT Bhubaneswar, a specially
designed SAP-like portal, "ERP--de-
slgned by the Institute’s director profies-
sar R V Rajakumar-1s used fior keeping
a track on the attendance, marks and
progress of students, “We ensure that
data on the students’ academic progress
is uploaded to the portal,” he said.

Social media is also providing a plat-
form to the students to valee their eriti-
clsm too, "Students create special pages
on social media to post their criticism.
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Often, teachers read those confessions
and take these as feedbacks, ™ said Ab-
hishek Anmaol of IIT Bhubaneswar.

Recently, cross-platform messaging ap-
plication Whtaspp has gained popularity
across campuses in the City While there
are student growps on Whitsapp for vari-
ous extracurricular activities, the
teachers are also members of a few, It

the teachers in organising various
& evenits and exchange messages
concerning class assignments.

For instance, professor Renu Sharma
of S0A University was largely depend.
ent on Whatsapp while organising the

Z5th National Children Science Con-
gress on the varsity's campus last
year, “We had created several

social groups to co-ordinate

among students and teachers,”
she said.
The cybernated shift has
overthrown the elementary
teaching techniques at some in-
stitutes. Though the chalk-and-
board method still existe, the Clty
also has IOT-powered class-
rooms. The hi-tech program,
Google Classrooms, is quite
popular among students and
teachers.

Some institutes are actively

using the free web service devel-
oped by Google to simplify creating
distributing and grading assignmentsin
a paperiess way

“It streamlines the process of sharing
files between teachers and students. We
use Google Docs, sheets and slides for as-
signment creation and distribution
amongstudents. [ alsonse Google Calen-
dar for scheduling class programs,™ add-
ed Renn. Learning Management Sys-
tems (LMS ) are available in the City too.
A city-based education start-up, Web Era
Technology , has designed a smart LMS
with amtomated features. As claimed by
the firm, the soffware gives auomated
guidance to the students in the form of
avirtual teacher.



